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Generative Reflection Questions 

Ask students to reflect on the following questions in small groups or in writing. This could be in small groups or pairs. 

• What do you see as themes associated with 250 years of the Declaration of Independence? How do they

relate to our class?

• Duke Service-Learning’s theme this year is BE the People. What does that mean to you?

• Many see the Declaration as a document whose promises are yet unfulfilled. How do you respond to this

assessment?

• We all bring different experiences and definitions to words like “rights”, “democracy”, and “liberty”.  In your

own experience, what have these words come to mean?

• In her recent book, Our Declaration: A Reading of the Declaration of Independence in Defense of Equality,

Danielle Allen, Professor of US History at Princeton, notes that the founders didn’t capitalize the WE in the

Declaration; an inspired scribe did.  This year, Duke Service-Learning’s theme is BE the people. What does

that phrase mean to you?

• What is the founders' legacy? What are our hopes for the next 250 years?

• When did you first read the Declaration of Independence? What type of feelings/motivations/questions

arise?

• How will different members of Durham's community participate in this celebration?

• Why should the Nasher host the Stone Declaration?

• How will K-12 students react to a visit to the Stone Declaration? What would make that visit

successful?

Where do you stand? 

Place four choices, one on each wall, around the classroom. This might be strongly agree, agree, disagree, strongly 

disagree, or any other group of four choices. Ask students questions such as:  

• The 250th Anniversary of the United States Declaration of Independence connects to my everyday life.

• I believe aspects of this course relate to the Declaration of Independence.

• I believe we are a more democratic society now than we were in 1776.

• Or any other question you would like students to discuss.

As students move around, make sure they understand that explaining their position is totally voluntary but really 

welcomed. You might ask follow-up questions about whether the person believes their position might change – in a year, 

five years, or 10 years. What would influence it? 



Pair Share 

Pair share is an easy-to-use activity designed for dialogue by providing a smaller audience for sharing ideas. 

Instructions can be as simple as turn to your neighbor and speak to a prompt, such as those below.  

Individual groups report to the larger group after their discussion. If there isn’t enough time for the whole 

group to report out, you can ask pairs to share with another pair or take a sample from the larger group. 

When sampling, feel free to prompt students with questions such as:  

• Did anyone else have another viewpoint?

• Show of hands if your discussion was similar to what we heard from the pair that just reported out.

• What questions do you still have about the original question?

• How does this question impact your community-engagement goals or motivations?

• What does it mean to be civically engaged?

• Does the language in the Declaration influence your hopes for the future?

• What do you hope to learn about Durham from this course?

• Duke Service-Learning selected BE the people as our theme this year. What does “BE the people” mean to

you?

• What are the skills and competencies needed to be an effective community member? How do you hope to

develop these skills?

• Democracies depend on the involvement of their citizens. How would you define democracy? Which

democratic values are in the Declaration of Independence

Personal History of Civic Engagement – written or discussion

(adapted from A Practical Guide for Integrating Civic Responsibility into the Curriculum) 

• What has been your history of civic involvement? Your family’s?

• How has your service/engagement affected you?

• Would you classify yourself as a person with a strong sense of civic engagement? Why or why not?
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