BE the People: US 250 Resources

Resources intended to engage faculty and students with Duke Service-Learning’s 2026-2027 “BE the people”
theme and the 250" anniversary of the US Declaration of Independence.

The 250" Anniversary of the United States’ Declaration of Independence provides a great opportunity to engage
students in thoughtful community-engaged activities and critical reflection. Duke Service-Learning has compiled
a list of resources to help you integrate relevant civics into your course. Our goal is to provide a thoughtful way to
recognize the relevance and nuance of this moment.

Duke Resources: How is Duke University Celebrating the 250" Anniversary?

o DukeArts will curate all Duke events for the celebration. A complete list of activities and
resources is available here: https://arts.duke.edu/wethepeople/. The list includes information on
viewing the Stone Declaration and other renderings of the US Declaration of Independence,
lectures, arts happenings, and publications by Duke faculty.

o Inspired to get more involved? Look for opportunities here: https://community.duke.edu/

o Courses related to 1776: 1776 in the Classroom | Duke Today

o Read about the history of East Campus: Chrongquiry: Why does Duke even have an East Campus?
- The Duke Chronicle

o What does the content and context of an academic course have to do with the 250th
anniversary of the Declaration of Independence? Duke researchers were asked: “How does your
field help us understand, advance, or challenge the ideals expressed in the Declaration of
Independence?"

Durham and North Carolina Resources: Check out opportunities to learn about Durham and North Carolina
history.

Durham

o The Durham History Museum https://www.museumofdurhamhistory.org/. The Museum of

Durham History is a 21st-century museum that uses stories about people, places, and things to
foster curiosity, encourage further inquiry, and promote an understanding of diverse
perspectives about the Durham community and its history.
v Take a self-guided tour of Durham: https://www.museumofdurhamhistory.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/06/WalkingTourFoldingInstructions.pdf or
v" donate a story to the Story Room: https://www.museumofdurhambhistory.org/visit/visit-
the-story-room.
v’ Virtual visits are possible here: Online Exhibits:
https://www.museumofdurhambhistory.org/learn/online-exhibits
o Stagville: In 1860, Stagville was part of a vast plantation where the Bennehan and Cameron

families enslaved over nine hundred people. Historic Stagville inspires new understanding about
the history of slavery through preservation, interpretation, research, genealogy, and descendant
engagement. It is also a site of conscience, a nationwide project inviting reflection on American


https://community.duke.edu/
https://today.duke.edu/2026/07/1776-classroom?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=These%20courses%20explore%20the%20meaning%20of%201776&utm_campaign=dukedelivered2026_07_02
https://www.dukechronicle.com/article/4753dc3e-b8cc-489e-8d4e-1f41d1e9f156?lh_aid=49527&lh_cid=el26pmyoky&di=35816f2a19dae096594b34feeef366ab
https://www.dukechronicle.com/article/4753dc3e-b8cc-489e-8d4e-1f41d1e9f156?lh_aid=49527&lh_cid=el26pmyoky&di=35816f2a19dae096594b34feeef366ab
https://today.duke.edu/2026/07/duke-scholars-reflect-declaration?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=What%E2%80%99s%20new%20about%20our%20founding%20document&utm_campaign=dukedelivered2026_07_28
https://today.duke.edu/2026/07/duke-scholars-reflect-declaration?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=What%E2%80%99s%20new%20about%20our%20founding%20document&utm_campaign=dukedelivered2026_07_28
https://today.duke.edu/2026/07/duke-scholars-reflect-declaration?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=What%E2%80%99s%20new%20about%20our%20founding%20document&utm_campaign=dukedelivered2026_07_28
https://www.museumofdurhamhistory.org/
https://www.museumofdurhamhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/WalkingTourFoldingInstructions.pdf
https://www.museumofdurhamhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/WalkingTourFoldingInstructions.pdf
https://www.museumofdurhamhistory.org/visit/visit-the-story-room
https://www.museumofdurhamhistory.org/visit/visit-the-story-room
https://www.museumofdurhamhistory.org/learn/online-exhibits

North Carolina

National

O

history. https://www.sitesofconscience.org/membership/historic-stagville-state-historic-site/
https://historicsites.nc.gov/all-sites/historic-stagville

Bull City 150: https://www.bullcity150.org/. Durham marked its 150" birthday by offering
resources documenting its complicated history. Bull City 150 invites deep dialogue and collective
reckoning to ensure that we do not repeat the mistakes of the past.

The State of North Carolina offers a statewide view of themes and activities related to the 250th
anniversary of the Declaration of Independence: https://www.america250.nc.gov/. On this
website, you will find a chronology of the American Revolution in North Carolina:
https://www.america250.nc.gov/learn/chronology-american-revolution-north-carolina, and free
downloads of commemorative swag: https://www.america250.nc.gov/learn/chronology-
american-revolution-north-carolina

Levine Museum of the New South: Civic Season 2026 - Levine Museum of the New South

North Carolina Campus Engagement compiled a NC Civic Health Index a few years ago. Duke was
a contributor. https://nccampusengagement.org/2024-nc-civic-health-index/ The index looks at
social connectedness, community engagement, and political action and participation.

National Issues Forum Institute: The National Issues Forum Institute (NIFI) is a nonprofit,
nonpartisan organization that promotes public deliberation on difficult public issues. Their
“What’s Next America”? resources connect the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of
Independence with questions about the next 250 years of America. Grant opportunities are
available.

The American Association of Colleges and Universities (AAC&U) will offer a series titled
Innovations in Democracy webinar series to explore practical, nonpartisan approaches to civic
learning that connect emerging democratic innovations to teaching, learning, and campus

engagement. Designed for faculty, staff, students, and campus leaders, each session will provide
strategies for helping students think critically about democratic systems. The webinars are free
and open to all.

CIRCLE: The Center for Information and Research on Civic Learning and Engagement (CIRCLE)
advances productive connections among research, policy, and practice. CIRCLE defines civic
engagement broadly to include political participation, service in community organizations, and
other actions. Explore their research areas here.

Living Room Conversations: Living Room Conversations are events where people come together
to discuss an issue using a carefully crafted “conversation guide” that fosters connection and
understanding. There are hundreds of free guides on topics ranging from culture and society to
mental health and well-being. Here is a guide to envisioning a future for others:
https://livingroomconversations.org/download/building-the-future-we-want/
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o Everyday Democracy: Everyday Democracy is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to build
power with advancing multiracial democracies in their communities. In the resource section,
they offer a glossary of key terms for everyday democracy, a guide for “multipartial” facilitation
in dialogue, tips for healthy conversations, and ideas to spark civic imagination. Their guiding
principle? Our democracy needs all of us.

o Smithsonian: The history buff’s guide to visiting the Smithsonian features information about
events related to the 250" anniversary of the Declaration of Independence and relevant parts of
our national collection. Take a look at the online gallery related to the American experience:
https://americanart.si.edu/exhibitions/experience-america. Which of these might resonate with
different students and why? Who is included and who is left out?

o A Practical Guide for Integrating Civic Responsibility into the Curriculum is a publication designed
for faculty and students. Activities include defining service, writing a personal civic history, or
conducting research on Rights vs. Responsibilities.

o What'’s your Civic Profile? Join others across the country and learn more about yourself! The
Civic Profile was developed at Stanford and centers around values, knowledge, and engagement.
Check out my Civic Profile!?
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